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how many of these distinct civilizations existed, which
was the oldest, or whether they followed a more or
less evolutionary order, or whether long periods
elapsed between them. Even the Incan races at the
time of Pizarro knew nothing of these predecessors
of their own civilization, and, aside from vague and
obviously mythical traditions or legends* they could
throw no light upon their history. Hence, aside from
one or two exceptional cultures, all of these prehis-
toric people are classed merely as pre-Incas, and as
the majority of true Incan and pre-Incan remains
are found side by side, or are hopelessly mixed, it
will serve our present purposes to treat them to-
gether.
When the Spaniards arrived on the west coast of
South America, they found the country from Ecua-
dor to Chile inhabited by vast numbers of highly
cultured and civilized people under a king or emperor
known as the Inca. At that time the ruling Inca,
Atahualpa, had recently been victorious in a civil war
and had taken his brother, Huascar, prisoner. Ac-
cording to the Incan tradition, there had up to that
time been thirteen Incas reigning over the empire,, the
first Inca and the founder of the empire having been
Manco-Kapac who, with his sister-wife, Mama-Ocllo,
appeared on the scene from Lake Titicaca and de-
clared themselves the Children of the Sun. At the
spot now known as Cuzco they established their
capital and laid the foundations for a vast confedera-
tion that eventually extended for more than three
thousand miles north and south and from the Pacific
coast to beyond the Andes; an area of more than
twelve hundred thousand square miles, containing up-